
The Strangest of All Winged
Creatures Discovered in \

British Guiana.

CLIMBS TREES LIKE A MONKEY.

A bird with four legs; a bird tjiiat in, its
infancy climbs through the branches of
trees iike a monkey; a bird that cannot be
drowned; a bird that flies, dives, swims, ori
climbs with egua! facility; a bird that is
the last survivor of the flying quadrupeds
of prehistoric ages, the existence of which
is only proven by fossil remains discovered
in the lowest geological strata consistent
with animal liffc.
This is the remarkable bird which has

set the whole scientific' world' to talking
and writing. It is found only in the most
remote forests of "British Guiana, and it
is called the "crested hoatzin'' iu Eng¬
lish. and opsthocoinus cristatus by the pro-
lessors who, in their own lingo, can dis¬
guise the American national bird so that
you would never know whether a turkey,

P pis'?
Qjews Ci'jm.

Very Partial to Blood Orange
and Other Flavors of the

Siot Machine.

A FISH STbRY THAT iS TRUE.

A fish has been discovered which chews
chewing-gum. Ueinarkable as this fact
may appear, it is well attested by the
oWner. of the fish. The facts are as fol¬
lows:
Thomas Stillman, a well-known citizen of

^eilesiey, Mass., is a dealer in birds and
animals. Among his stock he has a num¬
ber of goldfish. Three weeks ago his boy,
who," like most office boys, chews gum,
was cleaning out the store. With his
usual "cussedness" he happened to drop a

piece of the gum into the fish tank, ".iest
to see if it 'd float." When through his
work' he happened to look at the tank
again, and was surprised to see that the
piece of "l'ruit-of-the-slot-machine" was

gone.
Not .being able to account for its disap-

1 he Queer 1-our-Legged Bird Discovered in Guiana.

eagle, or blackbird Is meant.
This bird lias, pursued tlie even teuor of

its way through all the centuries, and was

only discovered by the scientists within
the year. Its habits are very retiring, and
this fact, to a certain extent;, accounts- for
its survival, rJL'o jinother habit it owes

much of its .safety. It fpeds upon the
leaves of the wi'td arum, "With the result'
that its ftesih lias acquired such an offen¬
sive smell that man and beast flee from its
presence, and t^e. vultures and buzzards
even refuse to fatten upon "its fleslj.

It Is '"described, when i;uil grown, its a
very large bird, much''larger than, a pea¬
cock, and it .is very seldom seen.'* tits long,
wailing cry i»- ofteii liea^l ^roui the; depths
of the tropical forests; biii/'the4 Guiana na¬
tive regards it, for the reasons stated.' not
only with physical aversion, but? with a

(superstitious fear, arid not. for twelve yards,
of red cloth and six strings of' glittering'
beads could he be induced to hunt it to
its lair.
But now that Professor £. A.Lucas, <jf

the Smithsonian Institution, lias Written' a
monograph about it; and Professor J. 'S.
Quelch has given to the world; the results
of a careful study of it. .arid .its, picture
both in the fledgeling and adult" stWte has
appeared in tlie> Sunday Journ&! and the
Popular Science, News, its days are as!
good as numbered, for scientists and;
menagerie agents'don't iriind a little filing:
like travelling to the remote forests of
British Guiana in order to secure a new
bird, even if it does give out an odor that
Would put the mejihltis Americanus to
Bight.
The chief peculiarity of the boat/am ac¬

cording to Professor J. C. Reprd- is- that
when it is hatched it possesses four well-
developed legs, the frotit pair being of a
reptll'an character, as *u glance at the
illustration taken.: from an official sourt-e
will show. The parent hoatzin seems to
be an indifferent: provider, and it is a for¬
tunate thing for the little h'oatzins that
they are provided with the four lege, which
enable them to leave the nest of their na¬
tivity and climb about over the adjoining
limbs and twigs in search of food, on
which excursions they look and act more
like tree toads than birds.
¦%ln early infancy a modification of the
fore limbs begins. The elaws'of the digits
fall off, the claw-like hands begin to flat¬
ten, and in the course of time feathers
sprout and the fort' limbs of the infant
become the wings of the adult.
Professor Lucas on this point says that

"the adult birds not .only have no claws
upon their wings, ad. was probably the
case in remote age&.Witness the' peti'o-
dactyle with its four-taloned legs, and its
bat-like wings, with an outer row of
claws. The thumbs of the grown-up hoat-
zlu are so poorly developed that one would
hardly suspect that in the nestlings we
have the nearest approach to a quadruped
found among existing birds."
Mr. Quelch says that after hatching the

well-developed claws on the pollax and
under are constantly in use for hooking
and holding on to surrounding objects.

ODD TABLE DECORATION.
i_awn Mowers, Meat Choppers and Hand
Saws That Ornamented the Board at a

Recent Hardware. Dinner.

The Hardware Merchants' aftd Manufac¬
turers' Association, of Philadelphia, recent¬
ly gave a banquet at the t'nion League
<'lub, which was remarkable, in several
respects, but especially in the matter of th|(
table decorations. From an extend,ed ac¬
count. of the affair the following, is taken-
"The centres of the tables were etovefttt

with suiiiax, asparagus, and bthejj\ vjij,<-s
carelessly disposed, and half hiding ni?uH
bers of hand saws, files, Ratchets, vfeavMw
hammers, screw drivers and,other hardw^m
articles. .

"At the tipper end o,f the inner
was a tandem bicycle, and at the Juwer
end an ordinary' wheel. A pretty little
boutonniere of wood violets and a white
carnation peeped out of the napkin of each
guest, and at the*side of each plUte was,',a
little file with fo»'r filing surfaces, in a
leather case."

pearance, ho decided to try again. So the
next day he purposely put another piece
of sum into the water. The boy kept
watch, and what was his amazement to see
one of the largest goldfish swim up and
bite off a small portion of the gum. The
fish swain away with its prize to a corner
of the tank and tried to swallow the gum.
X"o,t, being able to do this, it did the next
be*t thing.it began to chew it. It seemed
to relish the morsel, and soon had the en¬
tire Scent's worth" in its jaws, chewing
away at a great rate.
After a few more trials with the gum.

and 10 be sure his eyes had not deceived
liiinf the boy called the attention of his
boss,'tto the strange discovery. The pro¬
prietor at: first refused to believe the lad's
.st£?y,vbVt after seeing the thing himself,
?he' in^tnteted the boy to provide the lish
.with eliewing-gum each morning. So the
boy varied the flavors of the gum, givingthe lish respectively peppermint, pepsin,blood orange, etc.. till he had exhausted
tlie production of the machine. The
favorite of the piscatorial epicure seemed
to be blood orange, with pepsin a close
second. Peppermint the lish would never
;4smctt after 'the first taste, and it showed
va« equal aversion to raspberry.If pot supplied regularly every day with
a fresh piece the tisli seemed to get furi¬
ous, swimming rapidly about the tank and
beating its-head against the sides. Natural¬
ly the fish attracted crpwds to the store,and the ovi ner put the tank in the window,
afoilfld which the people. would gather to
watch the tlsh chewing gum like a type¬writer girl on a holiday.

HERMIT OF THE CAVE.
Qti&er Abode of a Queer Man Who

'4 Lives in Hell's Kitchen in
Pennsylvania.

«Fw twenty yeans or more the Hermit
of Hell's Kitchen, down near Ilaxletou,
Pa.. ha.s been a mystery. For nearly a
quarter of a century he has led the life of a
recluse, making his home in a cave on the
northern slope of Mount Yeager, the wild¬
est spot in Pennsylvania. Avoiding the
people from the villages, making a living
by hunting and fishing, he has kept to him¬
self his history and his reasons for hisforced exile.
Mount Yeager has an almost ^appendicu¬

lar'pitch for about five hundred feet. Then
it scopes off at an easier incline. Here
mountain game is quite plentiful. Bears,
wolves., rabbits and squirrels are fre¬
quently shot, It is about half way below
the summit of the steepest portion that
{lie hermit has made his abode. Hugepines stand out among the rpcks, aroundwhich cluster stunted laurel and syca¬
mores,. In several places it is possibleto enter a crevice and travel for hundreds
of feet iu the caverns which have been
formed by the jagged walls. It is in one
of these openings that the hermit lias
nni.de,, lis home.
The firfit human, beings to enter the cavebeside the hermit were the ta'untern found

perishing in the snow not far from his
ro.ugh;. abode. They describe it iu thiswhy: The rocky "sides of the cave were
pretty well covered with skins and trapsand odds and ends picked up !»y the re¬
fuse. In the Ufflny niches in the walls
were firearms, roots, herbs, cured meats
atid'' furs. An old sabre and a fowling
piece of antique pattern hung on the
W4II,: On a box 011 the floor were a num¬
ber of French books which had seen much
handling. A crude fireplace,' in which logs
were blazing brightly, was located at the
further end of the cavern. The hermit's
bed was made of skins and furs and was a
very .coirifortable looking affair.
Bui once during the twenty years the

hermit has made his home in the moun¬
tains hns he been known to visit any of
flic surrounding villages. Ten years ago
he appeared upon the streets of Jamison,
but his uncouth appearance created so
much, curiosity among the people that he
made a hasty retreat to the hills.
""Miraculous cures are alleged to have been
performed by some of his herbs which he
has given to a few of the people who have
been able to get on speaking terms with
I'thu;'

Did You See
tl?e 5ea Do<£?

The Big Fellow Up the Sound
Was a Harbinger of an

Early Spring.
HAS WHISKERS AND A QUEER BARK.
A sea dog of unusdally large size was

seen off Great Neck, L. I., last week. The
sea dog very rarely makes his appearance
in Long Island waters, but when he does
so at this time of the year it is considered
a sure sign of an early Spring.
In appearance the animal resembles the

ordinary seal, except that its head and
jaws are much more powerful; being some¬
thing like tnose of a mastiff. The teeth
are. very strong and sharp and it wears a

luxuriant crop of whiskers. These whis¬
kers are composed of long, stout hairs, each
one of which is provided with a very
sensitive nerve. By means of- them the
animal can find its way about through the
sense of touch, even in totai darkness.
The neck is slender, the body is very

thick in the middle, tapering at the neck
and tail. In cojor it is grayish, with light
spots. The fur dyes not make good seal-,
skin.
A great deal of trouble is often caused

the fishermen by the sea dog. The crafty'
animal, besides destroying and frightening
awray many fish, will often attack the nets
of the fishermen and tear them to pieces in
order to get at the fish inside. Owing to
their great quickness it is very difficult to
shoot them. If some distance away they
will dive at. the flash of a gun so quickly
that they are under the water before the
bullet can reach them.
Fortunately fqr the Great Neekers they

are very scarce or their fishing grounds
would soon become depleted. Latej: on in
the season their strange bark may some¬
times be heard along the shore as they call
to one another. The term sea dog prob¬
ably comes from their queer hark, which
sounds like that of a big St. Bernard dog
who has a severe cold. For a short dis-

"Ja<£ lj<;ei?se5"
T\)e latest.

If a Man Must Drink He Must
Pay a Fee and Be Posted

as a Drinker.
m

THIS IS THE PROPOSED IOWA WAY.-

The new Des Moines idea 011 the liquor
question1 is the most remarkable yet. There
has been Introduced into the General Assem-
biyof Iowa a bill which provides that nobody
shall procure a drink in any of the bar¬
rooms of the State unless he first pulls out
and shows to the "barkeep" a license: pro¬
claiming him to be one of Iowa's alcohol
consumers.
This project the temperance reformers

have sprung upon tiie Legislature, and the
inspiration of it comes from a constituency
represented by a very strict prohibitionist,
Senator .Pen-in. The makers of the bill
say that if a man has to take out a license
in order to drink in public, he will think
twice before he goes to the County Clerk's
office on such a mission and puts up two
good American dollars for it. They claim
that this will not only enormously reduce
habitual drunkenness, but that a lot of
people who now drink occasionally and
wheneve.r they please will give up the
habit because of the shame of being known
as men who carry "jag liceuses" around
with them.
The bill provides that the license shall

be a legal looking sheet of parchment with
blue Hbbons and, a grpen seal, and shall
specify that such a.i>d such a person is here¬
by permitted: to, buy alcoholic liquors after
showing the same at: the place where he is
to purchase, :and that he shall have this
privilege for twelve months from the cal¬
endar date. The license does not apply to
the wholesale purchase of alcohol or wine,
and is good only f5r drinks to be had across
the bar in the regular manner. It is not
transferable.
The proposed' law" grips ito state that

saloon keepers shall not sell to any one
without a license, and if they do the tine
shall be $10 and the? costs of the suit. An¬
other curipus provision is that any rela¬
tive over fourteen or any friend may pro¬
test against the license being issued. This

Sr?ails flow ip
Qreat Demand.

...

Very Popular These Days with
Fastidious American

Epicures.
RECIPES FOR COOKING THEMv

"Escargots de/Bourgoghe,'' say all the
French restaurants'' menus hi, University
place find the -side streets near Sixth ave-
nue, and at this a broad smile of approval
irradates the countenances of French and
German and our own ban vlvants alike.
The consumption of snails In this coun¬

try Is 011 the increase, and the supply im¬
ported from France and Switzerland Is
inadequate to the demand. Until a few
years ago all the edible snails used in this
country came from England; but now they
are almost obsolete there, and the vine¬
yards and apple orchards of sunny Bur¬
gundy furnish the best and greater part of
our supply.
History does not inform us who first

ventured to taste a snail. It is eertain,
however, that they were held in high es¬
teem by the ancient. Greeks and Romans.
Large sums were spent in breeding' and
fattening them. In later times they were

regarded as a cure for consumption, a dis¬
ease to which glass-blowers are specially
subject: and when- the glass-blowers of
Newcastle. England, held their annual fes¬
tival it. was their custom to go along the
chalk districts and gather snails for then-
piece de resistance at the feast.'
There are several varieties of edible

snails, the best being the large, well-
formed; supple,' handsome pinky-brown
shelled ones that are gathered in the vine¬
yards and orchards. Most snails would be
edible If their feeling was properly regu¬
lated. To get them in the best condition
they should be collected in the Winter
time, if .possible, that they may purify
themselves by a long fast and then fed
freely on freshly gathered sweet herbs to
assist them in preparing themselves for '.'in¬
terment in the grateful stomach of some

Head of the Water Dog Seen Up the Sound the Other Day.
lance they are probably faster in the
water than any ti-=h that swims. They,
feather their hind flippers just like an oar.
and turn and twist as well as any Ash
and better ;han most. Their progress' On
land is ludicrously awkward and a gr<;pt
contrast to their swift and peaceful .fjiove-
ments in the water, whenever they' gath-bol on shore the fishermen say that Wiinl
and rain will sutely follow.

KILLINGS BY WHOLESALE.
Four Thousand Murders a Year in Itaiy,

the Most Violent of Civilized
Countries.

A homicide occurs every ,i \yo hours in
Italy. This was one of the many startling
statements made by Karon Garofalo, a

distinguished Italian criminologist, in a lec¬
ture delivered on ¦'Criminality in Relation
to the Education of the People" in; the
Roman (College. His audience included
Queen Margherita.
In Italy the annual loss of life by :homi-

cide (usually by lethal weapons) numbers
about 4,(.100 souls. Compared with France,
for instance, she has 10 homicides a year
for France's one; and 35 for Denmark's:
one. The Latin populations, .indeed, in both
hemispheres have a bad pre-eminence over
the Teutonic in crimes of violence, if not
in crime generally, and of these Latin popu¬
lations the Italian is the worst.
Baron Garofulo proceeded to give, the

reasons why. In the first place, vendetta.
Which in Greece was heroism and in medi¬
aeval Europe, a laudable custom, has lin¬
gered longer in Italy than in any other
country; duelling, also, is more frequent,
in Italy than elsewhere. To the religious
instruction given in Great Britain ami the
United States of America he attributed the
fact that these countries have hi, ftivif yea'j-s
diminished by one-half the annual propor¬
tion of their delinquents and mendicants.'
while in Italy the want of similar instruc¬
tion has resulted in the positive increase, of
delinquency and mendicancy since 180'_\
When to these considerations we add the
increased hardness of living in the young
kingdom, the strain put upon the moral
resisting power by a crushing poverty, the
squalid dwellings, the defective alimenta¬
tion, by which the brain is starved,. when
it is not actually poisoned, by the stimu¬
lants in which relief from misery is sought,
and the depreciation of life as it exists
under such conditions, we arrive at an
ensemble of cause-; which quite accounts
for these sad statistics. I

is intended evidently as u means of rulingout the "habituals."
The "blue ribbon" element among the

women is much-pleased at the proposition,
and it is said that many Iowa ladies will
eut such gentlemen friends off their list
as arp fc.uei.wii to carry around a license
with them. The evidence in ihe applica¬tion l»o.ofc will be considered damning and
conclusive.

OLD READING BOARDS.
Two of These School Implements Were'

Recently Found in Flatbush Con¬
taining Oid-Time Writing.

"What are "reading boards?'' Xot; many
people know. Twq of them were recently
found near here.
A century or two ago books were much

Scarcer than now. School books were not'
given to children, but they were taught
from reading-boards. Our grandfathers
and grandmothers and their progenitors
learned to read from these boards, and
they got in the same way their tirst lessons
in history and natural science.
There are a couple of these queer .old,

boards among the curiosities at Erasmus'
Hail...'Flatbush. They are of pine and
about" twelve'inches by nine. When, found

recently papers were pasted upon them
containing tl'fe;daUy, or .weebiy Tessoif. fChejj,
used-: to be hung up-in^frdiit of the wliolc
fl'SiSS, and.. O-'OWi these -the' teacher gat¬
her pupils th£tr lessons....
The'two boards are numbered So ajul 81,

and 80 and ST on their respective sides.
They'ai'e split and worm-ea.t-eh, aiid their
warped and stained appeawuice. shows their
extreme age. The ola cord's still lmiig-from
the -Jop,,of each. ; , ,

> A
Board 80 shows the old English 'lettering',

nud also the curious confusion in the
contemporary mind between corn and
wheat.
"This is a grain of corn. Tnis is an

ear of -corn. What grows upon a -single
stalk is called an ear.
"This bundle of corn is called a sheaf.
"This is a shock. There are many

sheaves in a shock.
"When corn is ground it is called' flour."
'Erasmus Hall.: where they were found*

has been an educational institution for
over a hundred years. It numbers among
its ancient curios' some Old Dutch tiles,
containing Biblical scenes. Absalom caught
by the liair, Esau, and Jacob and all the
patriarchs are here faithfully represented,
ail in original Dutch costun'les.

epicure."
A French, clief thus details the modus

operandi of their treatment before cook¬
ing: "The snails arc cleaned before putting
them in. boiling water with some wood
ashes, .and leaving them until they have
thrown their cover wide open, which will
be in abou.t a quarter of an hour. They
should then be picked carefully out of
illeh' shells with a fork. Put them in a
basin of tepid water and leave for two or
three hours; .

'"Afterward rub well in the hands and
wash in several lots of cold water. The
shells are put in warm water, scrubbed
with a brush and Wiped dry. This opera
t.ion finished they may be baked or served
a ia Bourguignonne." *

To bake them, work one tablespoonful of
chopped parsley into two ounces of butter,
add a salt spoon"of salt, one-half salt
spoon of pepper and a dash of nutmeg.
Put a piece of prepared butter in each
shell, a snail on top, and a bit Of butter
on the snail. Lay the shells close to¬
gether in a cast-iron, pan. the mouths of
the snails upward, and snot one upon the
jfrther; cover air-tight, aiid bake in a mod¬
erate oven. When the parsley looks dark
the snails will be sufficiently cooked. Ar¬
range in twisted cornucopias of white pa¬
per and send to the table piping hot.a
dish tit for the gods.

r To cook this bonne bouche as his native
townsmen ;we wont to do, select line Bour-
g®gue snails. .Disgorge well with a little
salt for two' or three days. Wash, strain
and plafte ia a stewpan covered with water.
Add a bunch of sweet herbs, some cloves
and whole, peppers tied in a cloth, and salt
to tastcv <'ook until the snails fall from
their shells. Empty them, clipping off
their tails and clean the shells well.
Mix together some butter, shallots and

parsley chopped very line. Put' this in a
bowl with an equal quantity of sifted
bread crumbs and one wine glass of white
wine. Season to' taste with salt and pep¬
per aiid knead well. Partly fill the shells
with this mixture, replace the snails' and
finish tilling with the mass of kneaded but¬
ter. Spread buttered bread crumbs over
them, lay in baking dish, bake font min¬
utes and serve on a Ijot dish with folded
napkins.
Although the nutritive va,lue of the snails

is below that of the oyster, he is bound
to grow in popular fav</r, and the man who
first puts in successful operation in Amer¬
ica a farm or garden devoted to the raising;#f snails has "a fortune assured.

5tar Drur^ard
of tf?<? U/orld.

London's Most Notorious Wo¬
man Criminal Adjudged

a Lunatic.

SHE WAS CONVICTED 2S0 TIMES.:

It looks as if the last words have now
been said on Jane Cakebread. Far nearly
a generation past the efforts of aR Lon-
don's "lady reformers" haves been expended
upon this unconquerable and picturesque
virago and drunkard in vain. Time after
time she has scouted all attempts to re-jfrom her, and plainly and in profane lan-;
guage assured those who have taken an in-;
terest in her that all she wanted was to be
left alone and given free entrance to the
public houses.
* The last famous reformer to plead with
her and try to reclaim her was Lady Henry
Somerset. For a time it looked as if this
noted philanthropist might succeed where
all else had failed. But now Lady Henry,
has given up the battle in disgust, Jane
Cakebread having tossed up her nose and
declined to stay in the comfortable home
.that was provided for her because, as this
awful, woman put it, the inmates were not.
on her level.
The iatest news that has come over from

London tells of her final removal from the
London "pubs," which she has haunted for
the best part of forty years. The other day
she was examined as to her sanity, and
the doctor of Holloway Jail certified that
the woman was not responsible for her ac¬
tions. So they took her to an asylum.
As remarkable as anything in her whole

career was the court scene. Age and the
piling np of crime have not been able to
stale Jane Gakebread's unique pleadings
and ravings before the bar of justice. She
struggled and shouted and declaimed
against the whole English judicial system,
She declared that, being a lady, she had a

full and perfect right to get drunk and dis¬
orderly as often as she chose. She went
011 to say that she wanted "that $85,000"
she was entitled to, and she wanted it
"right off." Being comparatively sober, af¬
ter having been shut up ia Halloway, she
declared tearfully that she was in pos¬
session of her "proper senses," and yelled
that sending her to an asylum was a high¬
handed outrage.'
Jane Cakebread holds the woman's record

in the annals of English crime, and she is
proud of it. TSough never a felon, she has
actually been convicted 280 times, mostly
on charges of "drunk and disorderly." The
English police records have never known of
any woman so utterly irreclaimable. Not
a feminine trait seems to be left in this
haggard and bestial oid woman.

The only wonder is that she has not
drank herself to death long before this.
For probably the best part of sixty-five
years she has been day and night soaking
her system with alcohol. Her favorite
drink has been gin, though she has not dis¬
dained any other beverage, her capacity for
beer being abnormal when nothing stronger
was offered.
She began to. drink at five years of age.

Her parents were criminal and rum soaked.
Petty thievery is the most she has ever
attempted, and in the social sense she was
never a professional woman of the town.
Her favorite method of going to the police

jsleuy 5^e/r\e to

(T\a\{elay.
A Treadmill Which Keeps Them

Moving Until They Give
UP at1.Egg'

NO ESCAPE ONCE THEY ARE IN It.
From England comes the news of a new

and IngenioOis Way to Inalte hens lay. The
plan has. only just been put into operation,
but already it has been attended with some
measure of success. Its inventor is a

young man named Herbert Beriiands, of
South Tottenham, one of the districts, of
London, who was driven to hatch this de¬
vice out of his fruitful mind because of the
worriment his hens caused him. Day after
day.they would not lay, and they flouted
aud they scouted him by walking around
ami taking things very easily, much to his
financial loss. So he put his wits together
and made these domestic bipeds "walk
the treadmill" until they laid.
His machinery, an elaborate bit of car¬

pentering, consisted of wlitft, is called in
England a "hen run," which was a sort of
Midway Plaisance for poultry. It was a

beautifully working miniature treadmill.
A hen who had done her full duty was al¬
lowed the full privileges of the "rur*;" »

hen who had not, and from whom Mr. Ber-.
nands considered an egg to be dile» was

placed, in spite of all her fluttering, upon
the treadmill, and made to walk it until
she evened up her score and delivered an

egg. The weight of ihe "new laid'' would
act upon a spring and the hen would then
be liberated to the enjoyment of the "rua."
Not quite all the details have wme to

hand as yet, but this much is kno^**- that
the poultry treadmill was a great success,
and a sQre shot to get eggs on .demand.
The only thing a ben could do, on^e placed
within, was-to go up and up unt-'l she got
over her sulks and was ready to deliver
the egg. ,
Had it not been for a most unpleasant

misadventure on Mr. Bernands's part, he
might be celebrated among poultiT invent¬
ors to-day. Instead of that he is no,v do"
ing "a month's hard" in the lot>al work¬
house, where most of his time is taken up 'u
walking the treadmill himself. For- lacking
the lumber to build his "hen run>" HD,1
his exchequer being slightly low in conse¬
quence of the ingratitude of his poultry, he
appropriated his building material® from a

stock of-wood that had been stoit?d >n
immediate vicinity to be used as
for some new houses. The theft ,vas notdiscovered until after the "poultr> rJn"
was completed, but when It was foun4 outthe owners of the lumber were excr''^inglywroth, and, refusing to recognize nuddfnJ»genius, they put the case in a magistrate'shands at once.
So the treadmill for feathered bipedc has

-now been torn up. and the hens are pur¬suing their life of ease in the ordinary
manner. Mr. Bernands will soon be out 1/jail, however, and will then construct a
"rtm" on even a larger scale than before,taking care this time to secure his lumberlegitimately.

RED TAPE AT THE OPERA.
Official Nonsense in the Ceremony of

Ushering President Faure and
Party to His Box.

A very amusing relic of an ancient im¬
perial custom in France is apparent when
President Faure attends the opera. There
is a private entrance for the President at
the Grand Opera House ,and it is cus-

This Is the Worst Drunkard on the Face of the Earth.

station was strapped in a hand barrow and
screeching at the top of her voiqe.

THE NEWEST TOY.
Here Is a Novelty from Paris Which Every

Boy Can Make at Home for His Own
Use at Little Expense.

The very latest in toys from Paris has
made its appearance in New York. It is
an ingenious optical illusion.
Two panes of glass make the front and

rear walls of a reservoir, which is filled
with clear water. The front is made of
corrugated but clear glass. The rear one
is of smooth plate. A figure of a man, cut
out of cardboard, is attached to a wire that
passes under the reservoir.
As the* picture is drawn toward the opera¬

tor. who is looking at it through the cor¬
rugated glass, the figure appears to be
walking in a most natural manner. A
clown, with his pointed cap balanced on his
nose, seems to be exerting all his onnnfng
to preserve its equilibrium,- as well as his
own.
Horses move, little dogs (lance, geese

wttddle. all in a maimer in prdduc'e jiitich
amusement. Any colored picture* cut from
newspapers or magazines may be used with
this simple yet'ingenious toy, thereby pro¬
longing its novelty and entertaining favor
indefinitely. An ingenious youth will find
this, a new and amusing jv.iy to. produce
puppet' s!;6ws and toy theatricals.

tomary to make special arrangements for
the receptioh of the Presidential part?.
Two directors of the Opera House, usually
MM. Gailhard and Bertrand, with the Sec¬
retary of the institution and two ushers in
full dress, meet the party at the entrance
and welcome them in a very formal man
ner.
Under the imperial' regime it was cus¬

tomary for the managers of the opera to
receive the Emperor and his party and to
usher thein along the broad and brightly
decorated corridors to the box they alway-
occupied. The directors of the opera
walked ahead of "flic imperial party, carry¬
ing huge silver cVadelabra. Napoleon 111.
was very particular about the candelabra
and always insisted upou the execution of
this part of the programme and the formal
reception of hi> party by the managers,
who*were accustomed to bow very iow.
M. Keljx Fat.re is not such a stickler

fcr ceremony, and should a director of th«
opera send to the Palace of the Elysee a
notification to the effect that he is unwell,
the ceremony is curtailed and the can¬
delabra are not brought forth. However,
Parisians are lx-Hailing to make fun ai,
and to regret tii: such an old and ridicu¬
lous a custom , \bould still1 be observed.
The directors, iC'j, are not at all anxious
to continue This imperial nonsense, arid
one or the othe r, if not both generft;;.v
manage to be on the sick lis; a few hours
after the President signifies his Intent'o'i
of attending a performance ft is probable
that the custom will b« abolished altogether
before long.


